Afver graduating with a degroee n
micro-technalogy engineering, you

spent seven years in the sendor mon-
apernant team Al laeper-LeCoultre and
anather seven &t Harry Winstan Rane
Timepieces. Would you say you choose
your career ar did it chooss you?

v Pollowed myy gut and taken &
ton of neks to becsame the man [ am
Watchmaking more ar less saved my
life, Coming out of callege, | was about
o sipn either with Procter B Gamble
ar with Mestlé and, luckily far me, a
man believed in me much more than |
nelieved in myself (Henry-John Bel-

mant, the then MD of Jaeger-LeCaultre)
He asked me, ar more ar less coerced
wie, T join his team 24 vears apo, when
nobody wanted o work in the waich
industry in Switxzerland; the whole
industry was bankrupst.

What's been your proudest achieve-
ment during your time at both compa-
nles!

When [ entered Jasper-LeCoultTe,

there was no money and no glamour in
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Your approach to watchmaking seems
very different = you wark with indi-
viduals or armall parmerahips making
limited numbers of expenales watches
for elite groups of clients, s that the
way the industry is golng now - more
trautique than the large watch houses?

It's very, very palarised and it's going

nrands like ours. Basically vou don't
wani o be in the middle You're either &

tig brand ar you're a very =
if yau're in the middle you're
to exist for lang

We're nat the only a
wr

a certain amount were, although

moast ate siruggling because it's an
extremely complicated and difficult
business.

Yo fownded MBEF I 3005 and are
therefare unencumbered by confines af
heritage. Do you still consider yourself
as ‘aliens’ in the horalagical sectar?

It's extremely complex, | msst ad

M

When | created arst piece, I'd never

spent all those wears analysing the mar-
ket, the trends and the competitors, and
creating a product which weuld Bt inta
thie markering mix, and suddenby 1 was
arpet about that, what

neing asked: 'F
would you really like?" Actual
i% one of the ¢lo

psvchotherapy. I'rm expressing myss

every year with my new cre:

alzo have to accept that certain people
are going to hate what vou dio

Your range is stocked at the Marcws
wabch boutigue on Bond Street, which
halds some of the worlds rarest and
unigue watches. How long hawve you
been warking with him and haow did
ithat come ahogt?

I'vie beon working with Marcus since

about 2300, so while we didr't start at
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deluakanal if you [hing youne Baying a
miechanical watch just 1 tell the time

| totally respect tradition, | lowe histord
cal timepieces, because a real beautiful
tree needs to have really solid roots and
W have greal roots In walchmaging
But | think it's time to start sprouting

& few other branches and MERF s my
answer to that

¥au launched your gallery and retail

spaice in 2011 in Geneva, the MAD Gal-

lery, to coincde with the unveiling of

the L1, What was the reason for it?
The reascn [ created MAD Galbery

is that criginally, ewen now actually,

mast people don't get what 'm trying to
dia - they say: “But it doesn't look like a

watch,' But by assembling all these me-
chanical art pieces, we actieally make
people understand why we exist. Pecple
wiho come into the gallery start under-
standing Mot all of them, but some of

thern start getting what we're trying to

any of the Waleh Brance, 1T Was viFtu-

aliy desc, And it pase Us & Meaning. We

wers there b save a COITIEEIY. e werne
theme to sa&ve AN indusiry, Most people
don't hawe that when they wark, [ Was

renlly bucky. Seven years later, when

1 weas headhunted t ad up Harry
Winston Timepleces, | didn't actuslly
£now that it was virtuslly bankrupe, At
the beginning it was extremely taugh, [
thaought I'd never manage, But [ did;, and
going through these tough times and

being able to get through then
the courage to create my own brand

Eove me

MBE&F is known for creating radical,
surprising timepieces that sit some-
whiere hetween Beautiful and concep-
tually ‘out there’, Do clients wear wour
creations or preserve them?

Everybody | know (and [ know at least
30%-40% af all the owners of MEEF),
they all wear them. What's very inter-

ingi e B{BAF owmne

5 are really
special breed of people, You need cour-
ape and you need guts to own and wear

ane af my pisces.

(4" |'-|'\l|;|:'|| Ing, It's DisEn BlY VEATE ANG

ne had the guts Juring the crisis (o TREe

an o new brand like mine. The man hae

Futs hike no one slEe im Che Industry. [

Tl B S0 N NE EXCEPLIanGe |, SOme
thing which is extrermely well done,

4 !
t's very particular, he'll go far it
And it oall started chat way in 2000

Watches today have been freed from
thelr functional obliparions, Would
wouu sRy that warchmakers now ame &s
proud of urveiling a nes “métier d'art’ -
whether that's in the form of sculpture
ar chever wisual 1llusion - as they once
were when launching a new complica-
tiond

Yog, Try o explain 1o me why 99%
of my colleagues are continuing to do

cations with the
nands, [ just don't get it Since 1972 and
the guartz era there is absolu

practical reason for al
mechanical © mEpleos, it
legs precise than guartz. It's mone ox-

pensive ard less relinhle, You must be

do, When the practical reason of & plece
nas been tagen o, it'e g2l 50 beautiiul
and incredibly well made with passian
The designers are nat thinking abhout
novwe they can please ather peaple ar
make money, they just have a need to

enpress themselves,

Why the name?

e about because for at

Melchior oz

least 500 years the eldest son in my
family was always called Melehior
Uritzeer; hiz sldest son weuld be Balta-
ranr Briisser, the next eldest son would
e Melchior, and so on, My grandfather,

nowewer, was Melchior and hated it so
he had everybody call him Max, which

iz why | became Max two generations

ater, | semaaliy iowe the name and 1'm

have a son we can use it - che basically
said, over my dead body, So insvead,

1 calbed oy robot Melchior for my

10th anniversary. @
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BlaccEaal il nkche in o MeanIngE Time peces
that sit somewhere between beawsti
ful and totally nuts. When you lock
chirgugh hie colbecrions whal grests youl

iz a surprising mix of machinery and
urk
What's nat sUrpriging 18 that MB&F

NAE GEEn MAaking Waves in The Warchn

wozld, because breaking the mould i

wEt BUsaeT does Desl - and his efusa
[0 pander (o maret trends or othey
praple’s preconceptions has earned
hirm a cult follow
the company in 2005, He tells me that
cn the release of The HM4 [the 'Thun-

imoe he sst up

cderbolt’) in 2010, six months before

ne sdaed 1T 18 anyiocy ne med The
protetype In his iand ana turmed o his

tearm, saying: "Guys, [ don't think any

body's ever gonna buy this.' But he went
ahead and released iz anyway
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mast immediately.
I thewght: “Really? People ate fallow-

wo delivered so

here?”, That opened a doar

it wras like being
todd: 'O, customers have followed you
way further than you ewer thought they

weould, you're now allowed W0 go muech
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1B SCERed ANYOONE

e couwld &

im of Feing scared, "1 Enow that one
way ar another there will be ssmebosdy
puf there who's (k] thie sarme weird oul

lonk or ce
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It'e hard to Il GE ome of MEBEFS cyin-
thons without mareelling &t the wark
They're designed in such o way that ane

1l pel| wihiere Thi FmEch

i

fndE AT the &t Deping, The Lepacy
Machines echo the classic designs of a
century aga but with sorme visionary
Iwists - palance whiels ApPEaring o

! and, in
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g, when watch af

iomuda

and connalsseur Marcus Margulles

gelected MB&T (o be part of his BTN
mous stesl-and
sereet, he saw something in Blsser's

45 boutigue on Bond

collection that resenated, It was & col-
laaration that now seerns inevitabls
because at Marcus Boutigque, if you're
after & nermal wateh, then you ane in
the wrong place. At that ti in Max's
own words, MB&F's contraption

e,
= and
AFL IMEtallSTIons 'wene 'CoTEIcered AS

aliems’ in the homological sector, I
many ways, they still are. But dis
between the idiosyncratic and i

layed
tensely

peraanal collectone in Maroes's s1ane, i

sepms likely that MB&F's crazy can
structs and unique approach signify a

reballion where beauty is to be found in
thie obseure, And with Max behind it,
people are sure o follow,

MB&F IS ONE OF THE
CLOSEST THINGS

'VE DONE TO
PSYCHOTHERAPY. I'M
EXPRESSING MYSELF
EVERY YEAR WITH MY
NEW CREATIONS




